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BREVE NOTA DO MES

Agosto de 1578

Entre o dia 10 e 12 de agosto de 1578,
chega a Lisboa a pesarosa noticia da
derrota. Em junho de 1578, o Rei

D. Sebastido zarpou de Lisboa em
dire¢ao a Marrocos com a missao de
impedir o avanco previsivel dos turcos
sobre a Peninsula Ibérica. No entanto,

a 4 de agosto de 1578, o jovem monarca,
com 24 anos e sem descendéncia,
desaparece na batalha de Alcacer Quibir.
Uns asseguram que foi morto, outros dizem
que sobreviveu e que anos mais tarde
regressou a reclamar a sua identidade.

Os habitantes de Lisboa ficaram arrasados
com o que tinha acontecido: todos tinham
acreditado e investido dinheiro, bens e
homens na ambigéo pela conquista e por
um império norte africano. E D. Sebastiao
organizou um exército e uma frota,
contraindo empréstimos, vendendo bens e
reunindo apoios no reino e no estrangeiro.
Além disto e dos milhares que perderam a
vida na batalha, foi ainda necessario pagar o
resgate dos homens que ficaram

presos em Marrocos.

No dia 27 de agosto, em Lisboa,
pelamorte d'El-Rei, realizou-se a ceriménia
da quebra dos escudos: um nas escadas
da Sé; outro na Rua Nova; e, o terceiro no
Rossio, nas escadas do

Hospital de Todos os Santos.
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BRIEF NOTE OF THE MONTH

August of 1578

In 1578, between the 10th and 12th

of August, comes to Lisbon mournful news
of defeat. Last June, King Sebastian sailed
from Lisbon towards Morocco. His mission
was to prevent the anticipated advance

of the Turks on the Iberian Peninsula.
However, on 4th of August, the young
monarch with 24 years and childless,
disappears in the battle of Alcazarquivir.
Some people testified that he was dead,
others confirmed that he survived

and years later returned and claimed

his identity.

The inhabitants of Lisbon were devastated
by what had happened: everyone had
believed and invested money, goods and
men in the desire for conquest and the
creation of a North African empire. And King
Sebastian organized an army and a fleet,
asked some loans, sold possessions and
reached the national support and some
foreign. In addition of all this and the
thousands who lost their lives in battle, it was
also necessary to pay the rescue of the men
who had been arrested in Morocco.

On August 27, in Lisbon, by the death of the
King, the ceremony of the smash of the shells
is carried out: one was broken on the stairs
of the Cathedral, the other in New Street

and the third one in Rossio on the stairs

of the Hospital of All Saints.

The Lisboa Story Centre offers a journey
through time, covering 20 centuries

of the history of Lisbon.

The exhibition uses multimedia
supports and an engaging

stage design.
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