
 
 
 

CIRCULAR 
 

 
N/REFª: 150/2021 
DATA: 30/12/2021 
 
 
Assunto: Reino Unido - Controlos Alfandegários a partir de 1 de janeiro de 2022 
 
 
Exmos. Senhores, 

 

Recebemos da DGAE, um pedido de divulgação de informação relativa ao Reino Unido - Controlos 
Alfandegários a partir de 1 de janeiro de 2022, que em baixo se transcreve. 
 
“Como já divulgado em comunicações anteriores, a partir de 1 de janeiro de 2022, o Reino Unido 
irá introduzir controlos alfandegários totais na sua fronteira. 
Todos os operadores económicos que transacionam com o Reino Unido serão afetados por estes 
controlos obrigatórios, incluindo os operadores da União Europeia. 
 
Com o objetivo de apoiar os operadores económicos a adaptar-se a esta nova realidade, as 
autoridades britânicas divulgaram um conjunto de documentação (em anexo) com informações e 
orientações sobre os novos procedimentos: 
 

1. Guia para empresas exportadoras para o Reino Unido (EU Trader Digest);  
2. Informação sobre Regras de Origem e respetivo FAQ (Rules of Origin from 1 Jan 2022 

and TCA Rules of Origin FAQs + pre-recorded webinar); 
3. Informação sobre exportação de produtos sujeitos a controlos sanitários e fitossanitários 

(1 Jan 22 – exporting SPS goods from EU to GB);  
4. Guia de trânsitos (Transits guidance); 

Em complemento, disponibilizaram também as últimas orientações sobre o Sistema britânico 
IPAFFS (Import of products, animals, food and feed system), podendo fazer-se o respetivo 
download em: Importing Live Animals and Animal Products from the European Union into 
Great Britain microsite. - Dropbox Paper “ 
 
 
 
Com os melhores cumprimentos, 

 
 
 

Ana Vieira 
Secretária-Geral 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZYsHVI9kWQ
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fscl%2Ffi%2Fnkg4nltxghurtqp9oncp3%2FImporting-Live-Animals-and-Animal-Products-from-the-European-Union-into-Great-Britain-microsite..paper%3Fdl%3D0%26oref%3De%26r%3DABeLYgenlgR77hi8kjDfi7MKfwNEkVqc4lnxNDYSe_CcRIVU-tBy2dNHvzvmeuDnQ50HZ8FqDxzp5VKJCKI9bKsEjJVPBAEM1g0CFf7yxgGmVVLBjbhyu4Hw0v06jsfiyR8ANI1piu-FRgshTepPh7RROv8T8WbjGCdCN9Wsqo7HlZMqNtVt7-rOt80w7i7zNeM%26sm%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Calice.almazan%40fco.gov.uk%7C307e091f6dd34fbdbada08d9c0a99858%7Cd3a2d0d37cc84f52bbf985bd43d94279%7C0%7C0%7C637752656901200901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=huL7DGU0vPIJvuL2dG7ZHTftdBPAaJp6IGHwQ%2Fx%2BQ%2BY%3D&reserved=0


 

 

  

[DOCUMENT TITLE] 
[Document subtitle] 

 
  

DECEMBER 10, 2021 
[COMPANY NAME] 
[Company address] 



 

 

1 December 10, 2021 

 

 

 

 
 

Actions to take now if you trade 
with the UK 

 

 

 

From 1 January 2022 the UK is introducing full customs controls. EU based businesses 

wanting to continue to send goods to the United Kingdom (UK) will have new rules to follow 

when you move goods to Great Britain (England, Scotland or Wales). 

 

There are different rules in place for moving goods between the EU and Northern Ireland. 

 

This digest highlights actions to take to keep your business with Great Britain moving in 2022. 
 
Actions that EU Traders should take before trying to send goods to Great Britain from 1 

January: 

 

1) Check that your trading partner in the UK is ready for the changes to rules for 

importing goods into the UK from the EU. 

 

2) Check that your haulier, or the person driving your goods, is ready for checks at the 

border.   
This haulier handbook sets out what your haulier needs to do.  

It is important that you agree the commercial terms and conditions with your haulier, and 

that they have the correct paperwork in place.   

 

Other actions to consider: 

 

3) Check if you need to register as a UK established business. 
The terms and conditions that you've agreed with your customer should include details of 

who is responsible for making UK customs declarations.  If you are responsible, you can 

choose to either: 

 

 Register as an established business in the UK and set up as an importer by following 

the simple step by step guide on Gov.uk or 
 

 Get a UK established customs expert or agent to make the customs declarations on 

your behalf. Find out how to get someone to deal with customs for you on GOV.UK 

 

Find out more information on Overseas companies registered in the UK on GOV.UK  
  

4) If you’re responsible for making customs declarations, set up to make UK Customs 

Declarations if you also need to. 
Get an Economic Operators Registration and Identification EORI number which starts with 

GB.   
And you can find out more information on the other steps you need to take to get ready for 

making customs declarations for importing and exporting on GOV.UK  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-and-moving-goods-in-and-out-of-northern-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/import-goods-into-uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1024203/hauliers-handbook-2-english.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-youre-established-in-the-uk-or-eu-for-customs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/appoint-someone-to-deal-with-customs-on-your-behalf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overseas-companies-in-the-uk-registration-filing-and-disclosure-obligations/overseas-companies-registered-in-the-uk#relevant-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/eori
https://www.gov.uk/import-goods-into-uk
https://www.gov.uk/export-goods
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5) Check if you need to register for VAT in the UK, in order to account for import VAT. 

This may apply if you are sending goods to consumers in Great Britain or if you are 
moving goods to Great Britain for your own business. 
 
If you supply goods in consignments valued at £135 or less directly to consumers in Great 
Britain, you may be required to register for VAT in the UK. Normal customs rules apply when 
supplying goods in consignments valued above £135 to customers in Great Britain. 
  
If you are moving goods for your own business, you should register for VAT in the UK as 
a non-established taxable person (NETP).   
   
This means that you can account for import VAT (and other duties) yourself on any goods you 
retain ownership of when they arrive in Great Britain.  
 
You will need to follow the normal procedures for accounting for import VAT and may choose 
to account for the import VAT on your VAT return.   
If you register your EU business as an NETP then you will need to complete a VAT return.  
  
If your business has an establishment in the UK, you may be entitled to register for VAT as a 
domestic business rather than an overseas seller or NETP. Guidance on this can be found 
here: Who should register for VAT (VAT Notice 700/1) 
 
If you intend to collect import duties, (including import VAT, at the point of sale you will need to 
follow the Customs rules. Guidance on this can be found here: 

 VAT guide (VAT Notice 700) (Section 5) 

 Paying VAT on imports from outside the UK to Great Britain and from outside the EU to 
Northern Ireland 

 Notice 143: a guide for international post users 
 
 
6) Make sure you’re ready to provide a supplier declaration with any goods you're 

sending to a GB customer, who wants to claim the preferential tariff agreed by the UK 

and EU in the Trade and Cooperation Agreement. 

 

The UK’s deal with the EU, called the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA), means that 

the goods you import or export may benefit from a reduced rate of Customs Duty (tariff 

preference). To use this, you need proof that the goods you: 

 export from the EU originate there 

 import to the EU from the UK originate in the UK 

By ‘originate’ we mean where goods (or the materials, parts or ingredients used to make them) 

have been produced or manufactured. It is not where the goods have been shipped or bought 

from. Your goods will need to meet the product specific rules of origin requirements set out in 

the TCA.   

To claim tariff preference you need to have one of the following proofs of origin:  

 a statement on origin – this must be made out by the exporter to confirm that the 

product originates in the UK or EU.  

 the importer’s knowledge – this option allows the importer to claim tariff preference 

based on their own knowledge of where the goods they’re importing originate from. 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fvat-and-overseas-goods-sold-directly-to-customers-in-the-uk&data=04%7C01%7Cabimbola.caulker%40hmrc.gov.uk%7Cdf315cef63de49720ec308d9b67eeb9a%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637741478493332429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AanNRwPFZCOLMsCFPk52BD8M8qDwXZPCQ9NCbYVQlL0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fvat-and-overseas-goods-sold-directly-to-customers-in-the-uk&data=04%7C01%7Cabimbola.caulker%40hmrc.gov.uk%7Cdf315cef63de49720ec308d9b67eeb9a%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637741478493332429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AanNRwPFZCOLMsCFPk52BD8M8qDwXZPCQ9NCbYVQlL0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fvat-notice-7001-should-i-be-registered-for-vat%2Fvat-notice-7001-should-i-be-registered-for-vat%23non-established-taxable-persons-netps-basic-information&data=04%7C01%7Cabimbola.caulker%40hmrc.gov.uk%7Cdf315cef63de49720ec308d9b67eeb9a%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637741478493322482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=l%2B2D1IXMK1tz9UJ5GH6RrnDdf6EoNYjvD3o8IyjAp7I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fvat-notice-7001-should-i-be-registered-for-vat%2Fvat-notice-7001-should-i-be-registered-for-vat&data=04%7C01%7Cabimbola.caulker%40hmrc.gov.uk%7Cc7da5ea8f769450aca0308d9b68b41dd%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637741531484226322%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LrdPpx%2BLvOR%2B3TUz0i%2FmZi2%2FW2o9ZzC3vAwhJf%2FXyiA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fvat-guide-notice-700&data=04%7C01%7Cabimbola.caulker%40hmrc.gov.uk%7Cc7da5ea8f769450aca0308d9b68b41dd%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637741531484206405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=XvNEvbhaEGLR58TTEV3T5GK6IuwTjuL2ulohO7TU0DM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fvat-imports-acquisitions-and-purchases-from-abroad&data=04%7C01%7Cabimbola.caulker%40hmrc.gov.uk%7Cc7da5ea8f769450aca0308d9b68b41dd%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637741531484216359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2SeoaO%2FnDZcTjX1NBy%2B1UJiggE%2BuWLOoYKMt02MMoJY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fvat-imports-acquisitions-and-purchases-from-abroad&data=04%7C01%7Cabimbola.caulker%40hmrc.gov.uk%7Cc7da5ea8f769450aca0308d9b68b41dd%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637741531484216359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2SeoaO%2FnDZcTjX1NBy%2B1UJiggE%2BuWLOoYKMt02MMoJY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnotice-143-a-guide-for-international-post-users%2Fnotice-143-a-guide-for-international-post-users&data=04%7C01%7Cabimbola.caulker%40hmrc.gov.uk%7Cc7da5ea8f769450aca0308d9b68b41dd%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637741531484226322%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ve4Zr1%2Bm8WczCTuzjNFZahAzLLylNd6eY%2B5YMjDhOMo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukeu-and-eaec-trade-and-cooperation-agreement-ts-no82021
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From 1 January 2022 your UK customers’ supplier declarations might be checked, so please 

make sure that you’re providing them at the time you send the goods.  You can find out more 

about making a supplier declarations are needed on GOV.UK. 

If your UK based customer asks you to provide a Statement on Origin, you will need to have 

evidence that the goods meet the rules of origin.  

If the goods you export from the EU do not originate there but have been processed there to 

some extent, the EU processing can count towards Bilateral Cumulation in Great Britain if you 

provide a Supplier Declaration for Non-Originating goods. 

 
Find further help and support  

Read the online guidance to find out what you need to know and do to continue trading with the 

UK if you run an EU-based business.  

 

You’ll also need to be aware of export and import processes local to the country you’re based 

in. The European Commission website has guidance on importing into and exporting from the 

EU. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-a-suppliers-declaration-to-support-a-proof-of-origin
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/check-your-goods-meet-the-generalised-scheme-of-preference-rules-of-origin
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/trade-with-the-uk-as-a-business-based-in-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/trade-with-the-uk-as-a-business-based-in-the-eu
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/import-and-export-rules/


SELLING OR BUYING GOODS FROM THE EU? 
RULES OF ORIGIN EXPLAINED
From 1 January 2022, if you sell goods to the EU, or buy goods from the  

EU and bring them into the UK, you will need to be able to prove that they 

meet the rules of origin in order to use preferential tariffs.

Rules of origin are one of the most important trading requirements you need to understand and meet if 
your business buys or sells goods internationally. These rules are used in trading agreements between 
different countries, like the UK’s deal with the EU - called the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) - 
to determine the country of origin of goods traded between them. 

If you sell goods to the EU, or buy goods from the EU and bring them into the UK, and they meet the 
rules of origin requirements in the TCA, you will be able to use preferential tariffs.

TO BENEFIT FROM PREFERENTIAL TARIFFS

You must have proof that:

• goods you import into the UK from the EU originate there 

 • goods you export to the EU originate in the UK 

UK AND EU IMPORTERS

UK and EU importers can use reduced duty rates if they have one of the following proofs of origin:

• a statement on origin that the product is originating made out by the exporter

• the importer’s knowledge of where the product is originating from

Some goods will need supplier declarations to confirm that their origin is the UK or EU. Throughout 2021, 
you have been allowed to export goods to the EU using reduced tariffs and get supplier declarations 
afterwards, to give you more time. From 1 January 2022, you must have supplier declarations (where 
required) at the time you export your goods.

If you cannot prove the origin of the products you’re importing or exporting, the full rate of customs 
duty will be charged. 

PREPARE NOW AT
GOV.UK/RULES-OF-ORIGIN  

https://www.gov.uk/rules-of-origin


EXPORTING GOODS TO THE EU

If you export goods to the EU and you provide the EU importer with a statement on origin, you may also 
need to have a supplier declaration in place. These are needed to confirm the origin of the goods you’re 
exporting when the manufacturer alone is not enough to meet the product specific rules of origin. 

If you cannot provide a supplier declaration to confirm the UK origin of goods you exported to the EU 
between 1 January and 31 December 2021, you must let your customer know. If EU customs authorities 
ask you to verify the origin of your goods and you can’t provide supporting evidence, your EU customer 
will be liable to pay the full rate of Customs Duty and you may also be charged a penalty.

NORTHERN IRELAND

If you’re sending goods to or receiving goods from Northern Ireland, rules of origin may work differently. 
Contact the Trader Support Service if you need help.

PREPARE BY FINDING OUT MORE

Rules of origin for goods moving between the UK and EU

Claiming preferential rates of duty between the UK and EU

Introduction to rules of origin and claiming duties when trading between the UK and EU: 
Including easements for business under the Trade and Cooperation Agreement

For practical support with exporting your products, contact the Export Support Service

General rules - International Trade: 

• Import and export goods using preference agreements

• Sending goods to an overseas customer using Rules-of-Origin

PREPARE NOW AT
GOV.UK/RULES-OF-ORIGIN 

https://www.tradersupportservice.co.uk/tss
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-uk-and-eu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claiming-preferential-rates-of-duty-between-the-uk-and-eu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/introduction-to-rules-of-origin-and-claiming-duties-when-trading-between-the-uk-and-eu#easements-for-business-under-the-trade-and-cooperation-agreement
https://www.great.gov.uk/campaigns/local-export-support/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-and-export-goods-using-preference-agreements
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sending-goods-to-an-overseas-customer-using-rules-of-origin
https://www.gov.uk/rules-of-origin


 

 

 

 

 

TCA Rules of Origin - 
Proof of Origin & 
Supplier Declaration FAQ 

 
Preparing for the end of easements 

 

 

November 2021   



2 
 

Supplier Declarations FAQ 

 

1) How does an importer claim preference under the Trade and 

Cooperation Agreement (TCA)? 

To claim preference (which means to trade with zero tariffs) in the TCA, products 
must meet their Product Specific Rule of Origin (PSR) outlined in the UK/EU Trade 
and Continuity agreement (pg.423). A PSR ensures that a product meet Rules of 
Origin requirements. This is achieved through one of the four most common rules 
under the agreement: Wholly Obtained, Change in Tariff Heading, Value Added, or 
Special Processing Rule.  

You will need to provide evidence to support a claim for preference, using either a 
Statement on Origin or ‘Importer’s Knowledge’ that the product originates (which 
mean it meets its Rule of Origin). You may also need supplier declarations to support 
a claim for preferential (zero) tariffs on your goods.  

 

2) What is a supplier declaration? 

Supplier declarations are used to provide evidence of the originating status of goods. 
They are made out by the business supplying goods or materials that will be 
incorporated into final goods, that are then exported, to evidence their originating 
status. In the event of verification by a customs authority, you may need to provide 
evidence from suppliers (via a supplier declaration) about the origin of your inputs. 

Supplier declarations are required by an exporter when determining whether their 
goods qualify for preference so they can provide a Statement on Origin. Supplier 
declarations can also be used by an importer as part of the information required to 
use Importer’s Knowledge to claim preference. Supplier declarations can be verified 
by customs authorities as part of their checks to ensure goods met the Rules of 
Origin.  

They can also be issued to accompany non-originating materials or goods exported 
from the UK to evidence any production that has taken place in the UK. Even though 
the goods are non-originating, the EU importer may count the UK production of these 
goods towards meeting the Rule of Origin for a final product. This is based on the 
TCA provisions allowing full bilateral cumulation. The same can be applied to 
materials or goods imported from the EU. 
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3) When are supplier declarations needed?  

There are occasions where manufacturing on its own is not enough to meet 
the Product Specific Rule of Origin, and supplier declarations are needed. For 
example, if: 

 any materials do not change tariff heading 

 the value of materials is over the specified limit, for example the origin rule 
may specify a percentage limit of 40% non-originating materials, and the total 
value of materials used is 45% of the ex-works price — you will then need 
supplier declarations to cover the value of materials in excess of the limit, that 
is, 5% of the ex-works price 

 you manufacture using materials at a later stage of production than the rule 
specifies, for example using bought-in fabric where the origin rule is 
manufacture from yarn 

 the only processing which you carry out on a product is considered 
‘insufficient production’  

 

4) When are supplier declarations not needed?  

There are certain circumstances where a supplier declaration will not be needed, for 
example when: 

 an origin rule specifies that all non-originating materials must change tariff 
heading (if during manufacture, all materials change tariff heading then the 
rule is met without the need for any supplier declarations) 

 a percentage rule specifies a limit on the value of non-originating materials 
(for example 30% or 40%. If the total value of all materials is within this limit, 
then the rule will be met). 

An origin rule may specify manufacture from materials at a certain stage of 
production, for example manufacture from yarn. if you manufacture using materials 
at or before the specified stage (for example pre yarn) then the rule will be met 
automatically. 

  

5) Where in the supply chain do supplier declarations need to 

come from? Is this different if there is a customs agent 

involved? 

The exporter will source the supplier declaration from the business directly supplying 
them. However, that supplier may need to source information from further down the 
supply chain to prove the origin of their goods or inputs. 
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General Proof of Origin FAQ 

 

6) What evidence does an importer need to use 'Importer’s 

Knowledge' as proof of origin? 

If the importer makes a claim for preference using Importers Knowledge, the 
exporter does not need to provide a statement on origin, but they may need to 
provide supporting documents/evidence to the importer which demonstrate the 
originating status of the good. This would be supporting documents or records which 
should cover: 

 The commodity code 
 A brief description of the production process (including the origin of the goods 

used) 
 If the origin was based on ‘wholly obtained’ – give category for the goods 
 If the origin was based on ‘sufficiently worked or processed’ give one of the 

following: 
- The value of the product as well as the value of all the non-

originating or, as appropriate to establish compliance with the 
value requirement, originating materials used in the production 

- The weight of the product as well as the weight of the relevant 
non-originating or, as appropriate to establish compliance with the 
weight requirement, originating materials used in the product 

- A list of all the non-originating materials including their commodity 
code (in 2, 4 or 6-digit format depending on the origin criteria) 

- If the goods have been altered or transformed 
- Any additional information that will help verify the origin of the 

goods, if HMRC asks for it 

If you or the person receiving your goods cannot give this information for commercial 
reasons you should use an origin declaration. 

 

7) Will Importer’s Knowledge end at the end of the easements 

on the 31st of December 2021? 

No. This is a permanent feature of the TCA and as such will continue to be a route to 
prove origin. 
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8) Will a statement on origin on a commercial invoice suffice as 

evidence of origin? 

The statement on origin must be provided on an invoice, a delivery note or any other 
commercial document (excluding a bill of lading), describing the originating product 
in sufficient detail to enable its identification. The statement on origin must take the 
form of the text found in Annex ORIG-4 of the UK-EU TCA, an example is below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9) Is the statement on origin per product or per company? 

A statement on origin may apply to either:  

 A single consignment 
 Multiple shipments of identical products within a period specified in the 

statement on origin but not more than 12 months from the date of the first 
import 

For supplier declarations, there is an option to complete a long-term supplier 
declaration (LTSD). This would be completed on the basis that you would receive the 
same consignment over a long period of time that would have the same originating 
status. An example can be found below: 
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More information on supplier declarations can be found here. 

 



UK controls on exports from the 

EU  

New controls on exports of sanitary and 

phytosanitary goods from the EU* to GB come into 

effect next month 

From 1 January 2022  

Starting on 1 January 2022, products of animal origin (such as meat, fish, dairy, and 

composite products), animal by-products and high-risk food not of animal origin that 

are exported from the EU to Great Britain (GB) will require a pre-notification to be 

made on IPAFFS (GB’s import of products, animals, food and feed system).  

The pre-notification must be made by the importer in GB, or a GB-based agent 

acting on their behalf. This must be done at least four hours before the product 

arrives in GB. The pre-notification reference number from IPAFFS must be used to 

complete the customs declaration. Without this number, the consignment is likely to 

be delayed.  

If you export SPS goods from the EU* to GB, you may need to provide the importer 

in GB with some information for the pre-notification, such as: 

• Your approved establishment authorisation code (provided by the European 

Commission) 

• The commodity weight (net kg) 

• The origin of the animal product or goods (the country it is being exported 

from) 

• The date the product will arrive in GB 

• The port of entry the product will arrive at in GB 

As an EU exporter*, you should also: 

• Check who will make the pre-notification in GB. 

• Make sure the importer has provided a full imports custom declaration using 

the IPAFFS notification reference number, before the goods arrive at the EU 

point of departure. If the IPAFFS notification reference number is missing from 

the customs declaration, the consignment may be delayed.  

For further information on how to make a pre-

notification using IPAFFS, please click here 

 

*For Goods moving from Island of Ireland please click 

here 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-of-products-animals-food-and-feed-system
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-15/hcws486
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-15/hcws486


 



 

 
 

 

16/12/21 

Landbridge Transits through Great 

Britain – Key Information   

New Requirements for EU-origin goods transiting from an EU 
country to another EU country via Great Britain.      

 

Background  
  
Landbridge transits are the movement of EU-origin animals and animal products from one EU 

country to another EU country, passing through Great Britain (GB). The rules for transits are laid 

down in retained EU law.  

 

Currently, there are controls in place for live animals and some animal products transiting 

through GB, these will continue and there are some updates to these processes. Please do 

familiarise yourself with these.   

 

Additionally, new import controls are being introduced for all other products of animal origin 

(POAO) and animal by-products (ABP) from 1 January 2022. These will apply to landbridge 

transits from continental EU countries to the island of Ireland via GB. In line with the Written 

Ministerial Statement on Wednesday 15 December, landbridge transits from the island of 

Ireland to the European continent via GB are exempt from these new requirements until further 

notice. 

 

New Requirements from 1 January  

Live Animals  

 

From 1 January 2022, live animals transiting through GB will need to be pre-notified on IPAFFS 

at least 24 hours before they enter GB. You do not need a GB transit Export Health Certificate 

(EHC); however, you must attach a copy of the ITAHC to the IPAFFS notification. IPAFFS pre-

notification will not replace your intra EU movement on TRACES.  

 

 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-15/hcws486
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-15/hcws486
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You will also need to inform GB authorities once the consignment has left GB by 

emailing APHA at ImportsRiskManagement@apha.gov.uk with the subject line ‘confirmation 

that a consignment has left Great Britain territory’.  

 

The email needs to include the following information: 

 

• IPAFFS notification reference number 

• details of means of transport  

• date consignment has left GB territory  

• copy of commercial documents (bill of lading or airway bill) 

You must follow animal welfare requirements for animals transiting GB. The consignment can 

enter and exit GB through any point of entry until 30 June 2022. This policy will apply until 

further notice. 

Germinal products and POAO under safeguard measures   

 

From 1 January 2022, germinal products and POAO under safeguard measures transiting 

through GB will need to be pre-notified on IPAFFS at least 24 hours before they enter GB. You 

do not need a GB transit EHC; however, you must attach a copy of the ITAHC to the IPAFFS 

notification. IPAFFS pre-notification will not replace your intra EU movement on TRACES.  

 

You will also need to inform GB authorities once the consignment has left GB by emailing APHA 

at ImportsRiskManagement@apha.gov.uk with the subject line ‘confirmation that a consignment 

has left Great Britain territory’. The email will need to include the following information: 

 

• IPAFFS notification reference number 

• details of means of transport  

• date consignment has left GB territory  

• copy of commercial documents (bill of lading or airway bill) 

The consignment can enter and exit GB through any point of entry until 30 June 2022. This 

policy will apply until further notice. 

High-Risk Animal By-Products 

 

From 1 January 2022, high risk ABP transiting through GB will need to be pre-notified on 

IPAFFS and have a copy of the DOCOM uploaded at least 24 hours before they enter GB. 

IPAFFS prenotification will not replace your intra EU movement on TRACES. You will also need 

to inform GB authorities once the consignment has left GB by emailing APHA at  

 

mailto:ImportsRiskManagement@apha.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/animal-welfare
mailto:ImportsRiskManagement@apha.gov.uk
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ImportsRiskManagement@apha.gov.uk with the subject line 

‘confirmation that a consignment has left Great Britain territory’.  The email will 

need to include the following information: 

 

• IPAFFS notification reference number 

• details of means of transport  

• date consignment has left GB territory  

• copy of commercial documents (bill of lading or airway bill) 

The consignment can enter and exit GB through any point of entry until 30 June 2022. This 

policy will apply until further notice. 

All other Products of Animal Origin (POAO) and Animal By-Products (ABPs) 

From 1 January 2022, all other POAO and ABP from continental EU countries to the island of 

Ireland via GB will need to be pre-notified on IPAFFS at least four hours before they arrive into 

GB.  

You will also need to inform GB authorities once the consignment has left GB by emailing 

GBtransit-notification@defra.gov.uk with the subject line ‘confirmation that a consignment has 

left Great Britain territory’.  

 

The email will need to include the following information: 

• IPAFFS notification reference number 

• details of means of transport  

• date consignment has left GB territory  

• copy of commercial documents (bill of lading or airway bill) 
 

Please read the privacy notice for how information sent to the mailbox will be used.  

 

These goods can enter and exit GB through any point of entry until 30 June 2022. 

 

Transits - Island of Ireland to European Continent via Great Britain  

From 1 January 2022, all other POAO and low risk ABP moving from the Island of Ireland to 

continental EU countries via GB are exempt from these new requirements until further notice.  

 

You do not need to pre-notify these consignments.   

For further information on transiting consignments and live animals through GB visit Gov.uk  

 

If you have any questions, please contact: traders@defra.gov.uk 

Trader Readiness Team  

Animal and Animal Imports (EU to GB) 

Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

mailto:ImportsRiskManagement@apha.gov.uk
mailto:GBtransit-notification@defra.gov.uk
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/nkg4nltxghurtqp9oncp3/Importing-Live-Animals-and-Animal-Products-from-the-European-Union-into-Great-Britain-microsite..paper?dl=0&rlkey=xe77te92f6adbnez96b4h26s8#:uid=653295586280391426373811&h2=Privacy-Notice-for-landbridge-
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transiting-animals-and-animal-products-through-great-britain
mailto:traders@defra.gov.uk
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Frequently Asked Questions  

 

• Do I need an IPAFFS account to pre-notify? 

Yes, before you can complete a pre-notification, you will need an  IPAFFS account.   

To register for an IPAFFS account you will need to set up a Government Gateway account and 

create a Defra account for the service. An email address is required, if you are a limited 

company you will also need your companies house number. 

You should decide who is the responsible person to register the business or organisation before 

you register. The first person to register the business or organisation will automatically become 

the organisation administrator for that business. You’ll then have permission to invite and 

remove other team members. Therefore, you should read the guidance and discuss the correct 

person in your organisation to manage your IPAFFS account access.  

Once registered as an administrator for your business, you can invite team members to use 

your organisation’s account so that they can view, submit and manage import notifications on 

behalf of your organisation.   

If you already have an account, please log into government gateway account and Defra 

account. If you have any issues accessing your account, please email the APHA service desk.  

To support you with registration, we have developed step-by-step guidance and a 

demonstration video.    

• For animals products transiting EU-GB-EU, who completes the pre-notification? 

We understand that some EU based exporters will not have had time to establish a UK based 

entity that is responsible for the consignment as it transits across GB.  

From January to July the EU based exporter will be able to raise the entry and exit notifications 

for EU origin landbridge movements only.  

From 1 July, the IPAFFS system will no longer allow the EU based exporter to complete the 

notification without an established UK based entity or a UK agent employed to act on your 

behalf.  

This temporary easement does not apply to any non-EU goods that transit across GB, unless 

they have undergone full animal and public health checks and been cleared for circulation on 

the EU market.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-of-products-animals-food-and-feed-system
mailto:aphaservicedesk@apha.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/928032/register_a_business_or_organisation_for_the_IPAFFS_service.odt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ftkdi7VjS8
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• What information do I need to pre-notify on IPAFFS? 
 
The following information is needed to complete a pre-notification on IPAFFS; therefore, you 

may need to speak to your exporter in advance to ensure you have all the relevant information.  

Information needed for pre-notification 

• What type of animal product or goods you’re importing (POAO, ABP, HRFNAO)  

• Origin of the animal product or goods (which country is it being exported from) 

• Commodity code (if you need help classifying your goods, you can search for an 

appropriate code using the trader tariff tool) 

• Commodity type (Selectable from a predefined list) 

• Species of the commodity (Selectable from a predefined list) 

• Commodity weight (net kg) 

• Date of arrival into GB 

• Reason for importing consignment (internal market, transit, research, etc) 

• Consignment’s place of destination 

• Addresses and contact details for place of origin, importer and place of destination 

• Details of port of entry and port of exit 

A step by step guide and video are available on how to complete each section of the IPAFFS 

pre-notification.  

 

• Can I do one notification on IPAFFS for my full consignment, even if it includes 

several different products and going to multiple destinations?  

From 1 January to 30 June 2022, you are required to notify each product type on IPAFFS and 

not the full consignment in one notification.  

Example one: your consignment includes 100 pork joints, 500 packs of cheese, 200 cans of pet 

food and, is destined for two different locations. You will need three notifications because you 

have three different product types (pork, cheese and petfood) even though two products are 

going to the same address. 

Example two: if your consignment includes 100 packs of cheddar, 100 packs of mozzarella 

cheese, 100 packs of brie, 50 pork joints and is destined for two different locations .  

You will need two notifications because you have three of the same product types, cheese that 

is going to the same location and one product type, pork that is going to a different location. 

Pre-notifications for different products can only be grouped in one if they are the same product 

type and are being sent to the same place of destination.  

 

https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/find_commodity
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bi5wxugmiw9drpy/IPAFFS%20guidance%20for%20traders%20on%20how%20to%20complete%20pre-notification%20fields_%20v%201.0.pdf?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=_eTz70uw3XE
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• Do these transit rules apply if goods are transiting through Northern 
Ireland?  

 
No, these rules do not apply if the goods are EU-origin animals and animal products moving 

from one EU country to another EU country and are passing through Northern Ireland.  

 

• How long will these rules apply for the Island of Ireland? 
 
The current arrangements will continue until further notice - but will we ensure we give 

businesses suitable notice before announcing further changes.  

• When will you inform us about the requirements from 1 July 2022?  
 
We will provide information on the requirements for transits from 1 July 2022 in due course. We 

will do this in good time, so you are prepared for any changes to the requirements.  

 

• When do I have to do to let authorities know that my goods have left GB territory? 
 

The notification e-mail must be sent as soon as possible after the goods have left GB territory. 
 

• What happens if I don't let authorities know that my goods have left GB territory? 

Notifying GB authorities that your consignment has left GB territory is a legal requirement. 

• What happens to the information we email you about leaving GB, do you provide 

us with a green light to continue our journey? 

Details about how the information sent to the GBtransit-notification@defra.gov.uk mailbox is 

used can be found in this privacy notice.   

 

mailto:GBtransit-notification@defra.gov.uk
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/nkg4nltxghurtqp9oncp3/Importing-Live-Animals-and-Animal-Products-from-the-European-Union-into-Great-Britain-microsite..paper?dl=0&rlkey=xe77te92f6adbnez96b4h26s8#:uid=653295586280391426373811&h2=Privacy-Notice-for-landbridge-

